CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

contact with Christianity and foreign mer-
chants of the Christian faith could be found
throughout Arabia. But for the Arabian
migration and the simultaneous foundation
of a new Arabian religion, there is no doubt
that the whole peninsula would have been
speedily converted to Christianity.

The chief rival of Christianity was Juda-
ism, which was represented in Northern as in
Southern Arabia by strong colonies of Jews,
who made proselytes, although their strict
ritualism was uncongenial to the Arab
temperament which preferred conversion to
Christianity (naturally only as a matter of
form). In addition to Jewish, Christian,
and Old Semitic influences, Zoroastrian
ideas and customs were also known in
Arabia, as is likely enough in view of the
proximity of the Persian empire.

These various elements aroused in Mu-
hammed's mind a vague idea of religion.
His experience was that of the eighteenth-
century theologians who suddenly observed